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USA Baseball, the National Governing Body (NGB) for the sport of baseball as designated by
the Amateur Sports Act of 1978, recently held a meeting of its National Youth Membership, and
on behalf of the following organizations has released the following statement:

National Baseball Congress / Hap Dumont Baseball
Amateur Athletic Union (AAU)

United States Sports Specialties Association (USSSA)
10. National Police Athletic League (PAL)

11. T-Ball USA

1. American Amateur Baseball Congress (AABC)
2. American Legion Baseball

3. Dixie Baseball

4. Little League Baseball, Inc.

5. Babe Ruth Baseball

6. PONY Baseball

7.

8.

0.

PERCEPTION: Aluminum bats are more dangerous than wood bats.

The National Consumer Product Safety Commission studied this issue and concluded in 2002
that there is no evidence to suggest that aluminum bats pose any greater risk than wood bats.
Multiple amateur baseball governing bodies, including the NCAA, National High School
Federation, Little League International, PONY, et al, all track safety statistics and have
concluded that aluminum bats do not pose a safety risk.

PERCEPTION: Balls come off aluminum bats faster than wood.
Since 2003, all bats are required to meet the “Bat Exit Speed Ratio” (BESR) performance

limitation, which ensures that alummum bats do not hit the ball any harder than the best wood
bats.

PERCEPTION: Injuries from aluminum bats are more severe than with wood bats.

Two out of the three deaths from a batted ball in the last decade came from wood bats. Dr.
Frederick Mueller, Director of the National Center for Catastrophic Sports Injury Research, has
indicated from his studies that catastrophic injuries from wood bats may be more frequent than
aluminum bats.




